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April 2021 Magazine 
 

The next magazine will be the April 2021 issue. 
Please send copy for it by March 18th  2021 

to Doreen Denney,  email:doreenmdenney@yahoo.co.uk  
tel. 0116 233 8604 

~~~~~~~~~ 
If you wish to receive online copies,  

please contact as above. 
If you wish to receive regular hand-delivered  

copies of the magazine contact: Elaine Trayner,  
119 Faire Rd., Glenfield LE3 8EG, tel. 0116 287 2239 

 

10 copies of Keynotes are produced during the year with a double 
month for July/August and December/January. 

It would be greatly appreciated  
if our readers are able to make an annual donation  

towards the cost in time and finance.  
please see details on the page opposite. 

----oooo---- 
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Pay Away! 
 

Staying in Touch with Keynotes 
 

Thank you very much to those readers who have already made 
generous donations.  

 Donations are very welcome but are not mandatory and there 
will be no check on who has paid. They could be made using bank 
transfer, making sure the correct title for the account is used, which 
is ‘Parochial Church Council of St Peters Glenfield’, (no 
punctuation marks) sort code: 09-01-55, account no: 23015186, 
please quote reference: Magazine. 

 The other way of making a donation online is by using our 
online gift page and a credit or debit card. People can also Gift Aid 
that way.    https://bit.ly/spg-donate 

 For those who do not wish to pay digitally, either cash or a 
cheque made payable to St Peter’s Church, Glenfield, in an 
envelope can be handed to a distributor or delivered to 33 Clovelly 
Road, Glenfield, LE3 8AE or 119 Faire Road, in order to donate 
any amount you feel appropriate. If you pay Income Tax, please 
ask for a Gift Aid envelope so that the church can claim the tax 
back. If using a different envelope, please mark on the outside 
‘magazine’.  
 For those who receive Keynotes digitally by email, the same 
methods of donation apply. An envelope can be obtained by email 
to doreenmdenney@yahoo.co.uk or phone 0116 233 8604. 
 

 Contributions to the content of the Keynotes magazine are very 
welcome and can be transmitted to Doreen by email  or sent to her 
at the Clovelly Road address as above. 

Why is Easter when it is? 
Questions have been raised about why Easter is when it is and why it 
changes so much. Many people think the strange way Easter moves 
about each year is something to do with religion but it is actually an 
astronomical phenomenon. It obviously has historic connotations for all 
the religions ‘of the book’ but is actually based on the movements of 
the moon. This is a bit odd given that so much of the Church calendar 
hangs on the date of Easter Sunday but when this is fixed is actually 
based on it being the first Sunday, after the first full moon, after the 
official spring equinox (March 21). There you go! Simple isn’t it! 

https://bit.ly/spg-donate
mailto:doreenmdenney@yahoo.co.uk
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W e’re all used to waiting. At the moment, even more than 
usual. Whether it’s in the queue in Morrison’s or waiting 

for the delivery to arrive, or for results back from tests (of 
whatever kind). Waiting – even with superfast broadband speeds 
and next-day delivery – is an inevitable part of life. But few of us 
enjoy it. We try to eliminate whenever possible. We invented the 
microwave because a traditional oven just isn’t quick enough at 
times; HS2 is still on the table because two hours from 
Birmingham to London is just too long. Waiting is something 
we’d definitely like to eradicate. 
 
But some people tell me that waiting can be a good thing, that 
waiting can make the moment more enjoyable when it arrives, 
that patience is a virtue. I have to admit, if stuck at a traffic light, 
I’m not always convinced they’re right. 
 
We’re approaching Easter, Good Friday and Easter Sunday: on 
one Jesus died, on the other he rose again. Both events of 
enormous significance to me and, I believe, to the world. But why 
did nothing happen on Saturday? Why the third day, not the 
second? Why the wait? 
 
I’m not sure I have the perfect answer, but I do think that there is 
something meaningful about that day. In a sense Christians still 
live on Easter Saturday. Jesus has died, and in dying has dealt 
with what separated me from God so I can now know my Father. 
But the promise of knowing God is that one day we’ll also rise to 
the new life Jesus had. Yes, we can experience it now, but one 
day it will be fulfilled. So we wait. And sometimes nothing seems 
to happen; sometimes patience, particularly in times like this, is 
needed. But we look forward with assured hope to an Easter 
Sunday of our own. 
 

Richard 

tel:  0116 287 1604                                 

Revd. Richard Trethewey, 
The Rectory, 
Main Street, Glenfield, LE3 8DG 
Email: richard@stpetersandallsaints.org.uk 

Wai ng  

mailto:richard@stpetersandallsaints.org.uk
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     Farewells for Launde Abbey 
 

Revd. Canons David and Helen Newman will be 
retiring from their posts of warden and chaplain of 
Launde Abbey in August of this year. 
 They had been waiting for lockdown to be over in 
the hope of announcing their news to Launde Abbey 
staff in person but the extended closure of Launde 
make that impossible so they are sharing their news 
more widely now. 
 Bishop Guli said: “I have thoroughly enjoyed 
working with David and Helen and have seen how 
Launde has thrived under their leadership. They have served the Abbey 
selflessly, with both wisdom and sensitivity - I have enjoyed their friendship 
enormously and learned a great deal from them. They will be a great loss 
but I wish them every blessing as they prepare to move.” 
 David and Helen have been at Launde Abbey for four years and have 
enjoyed the opportunity to support people in their spiritual growth and 
development through leading retreats, courses, quiet days, and spiritual 
direction. David has had a long experience of pastoral leadership in the 
church through incumbencies in Derby and Loughborough and was also 
previously Archdeacon of Loughborough. His first book, ‘Growing up into the 
Children of God’, was published in 2018. 
 Helen has many years’ experience of pastoral ministry, spiritual direction 
and supervision. Prior to coming as Chaplain to Launde Abbey she was the 
lead Chaplain at LOROS, the hospice for Leicestershire and Rutland, and is 
very committed to helping people find God in times of darkness and 
struggle. Whilst at Launde Abbey she was also Diocesan Director of 
Ordinands for a year, and has continued as an Assistant DDO. 
 David and Helen have three grown up married children and five 
grandchildren and look forward to spending more time with them. 
 Announcing their retirement, David and Helen said: “It has been a 
privilege to serve in this very special place where many people come each 
year to enjoy the hospitality, experience the beauty, confer with others, and 
most of all encounter God and go deeper in their relationship with Him. 
 “The last year has obviously been dominated by lockdowns and closures, 
and that has been a demanding and anxious time, but even within that we 
carry the memory of putting our first retreat online last Holy Week and being 
humbled and amazed at the response of hundreds of people who engaged 
with it.  The celebration of the 900th anniversary in June 2019 was also a 
great highlight, with staff and volunteers working together magnificently to 
deliver a memorable long weekend. But in the end the experience of sharing 
with pilgrims and retreatants, church leaders and those exploring faith, a 
brief but often significant moment on their spiritual journey for us has been a 
hugely rewarding and encouraging gift.” 
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       Fairtrade Fortnight  
22nd February - 7th March 2021 
Sharon Andrews 
 
Fairtrade allows small businesses, growers and producers in developing 
countries to earn a fair and safe living from their work and produce.  
 Most of what we buy is through a very few global companies. These 
companies are able to set the lowest prices for producers to achieve the 
highest profits for their shareholders. Producers are competing against 
huge companies under unfair trading 
conditions. Christians in the UK, have been 
at the forefront of developing, supporting and 
encouraging Fairtrade partnerships since 
1979, when Traidcraft was formed. One of St 
Peter’s long-standing members, Elizabeth 
Harrison, found out about Fairtrade through 
Traidcraft. I asked her why Fairtrade is 
important. 
 
Tell us a little about yourself?  
We moved to this house, in Glenfield, on our 
wedding day, over 60 years ago. We came to St Peter’s when our three 
children were small and some elderly ladies at my previous church 
complained to the vicar about the noise they made! It was while 
teaching at Rothley Primary, I discovered Fairtrade. 
 

How did that happen?  
It was the end of the 80’s, and the Deputy Head used to bring in 
Traidcraft catalogues and some Fairtrade food for sale. His wife was a 
Fair-trader. It appealed to me. I asked her more about it and she 
invited me to one of her ‘Fairtrade at Home’ days. I thought it was such 
a good idea. Many charities seem to be about being superior and 
giving from our wealth. I liked Fairtrade because of the lovely things for 
sale, and because it gave producers work and pride in what they did. 
 

What happened next?  
I started sharing the catalogues and having events at home myself. I 
provided Fairtrade tea and coffee to St Peter’s and had a couple of 
events there. People were very interested and supportive, but there  
was still a lot of misunderstanding about what Fairtrade is. One 
Christmas afternoon, I sold £1000 of goods, including orders. That was 
exceptional then, 15-20 years ago, and would still be exceptional now. 
Nearly everything was sold. 
 

Why is Fairtrade important to you, and to other Christians?  
For myself, it gave me a purpose, being part of something which made  
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a difference globally. I feel it was a calling given especially to me. 
Fairtrade involved people by giving them opportunities, teaching and 
skills training. There was no sense of superiority. I wanted to spread 
the word. I feel that Fairtrade is about giving people dignity, about 
justice, about fairness and being an advocate. 
 I am pleased to say that my son, who lives in Hong Kong, is a 
Fairtrader, too, or was until it became too dangerous.  
 

Thank you, Elizabeth. 
 
What next for Fairtrade at St Peter’s? 
A small group of PCC members is currently working towards St Peter’s 
becoming an Eco-church. One way we could build on Elizabeth’s 
commitment and improve our eco-credentials is to become a Fairtrade 
Church, too. This would mean continuing to use Fairtrade products 
such as tea, coffee and sugar at church events, supporting Fairtrade 
Fortnight in our services and, if we can, spreading the news about 
Fairtrade in the community. What do you think? Let me know.  
God bless, Sharon. 
 
More about Traidcraft: https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/about-us 
More about the Fairtrade Foundation: https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/ 
Just – Leicester’s Fairtrade shop (retail and online):  
https://justfairtrade.com/ 

Greetings to all  
I want to thank you all for giving to the Leprosy Mission while we 
are in lockdown. Before the 24th of April 2021 the UK 
government will double your gift. So, please give generously 
today to equip local communities and bring an end to leprosy. If 
you want to give please send a cheque to The Leprosy Mission, 
Goldhay way, Orton, Goldhay, Peterborough.  PE2 5G2. 
God bless you and all your families. Keep safe.  
Love in our Lord Jesus.  
Ella Mitchell.   

 From the Registers. . . 
Funerals.     We commend to God’s keeping 
 

28 January:  Rose Hurd,   aged 89 

https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/about-us
https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/
https://justfairtrade.com/
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Wednesday 10th March at 7.30pm  
Dr Miriam Gill  'Mistaken Medieval identities in 
Leicestershire Church Art' 
 
This lecture will be held by Zoom and tickets are £5 each to 
support the work of the LeicesterShire Historic Churches Trust. To 
book a place - https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/138853631951  
A native of Leicester, Miriam read modern history at Corpus Christi 
College, Oxford. She obtained a doctorate from the Conservation 
of Wall Paintings Department of the Courtauld Institute of Art. Late 
medieval wall paintings are her field of study and she seeks to 
relate this large and relatively neglected corpus of paintings to late 
medieval theology, liturgy, literature and drama and society. 
Miriam is an associate lecturer for the Vaughan Centre for Lifelong 
Learning at the University of Leicester. She also teaches at the 
Attenborough Arts Centre and the University of Cambridge 
Institute of Continuing Education. Over past years, Miriam has  
co-edited two CD ROMs for Christianity and Culture, University of 
York. She wrote about painted churches as part of a web project 
for the Churches Conservation Trust. Dr Gill is currently writing a 
chapter on the representation of women in medieval Christian Art 
for Routledge. She examined the recently discovered wall 
paintings in the north transept at Ely Cathedral. 
 
Wednesday 24th March at 7.30pm -  
Roger Willson '20th century Stained Glass in 
Leicestershire - Trends and Highlights' 
 
This lecture will be held by Zoom and tickets are £5 each to 
support the work of the LeicesterShire Historic Churches Trust. To 
book a place - https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/138854318003  
Roger studied History at Cambridge in the 1960s and did a fourth 
year at Oxford. His career was in teaching History 
and, before retirement in 2002, taught at 
Loughborough Grammar School for 28 years. His 
real passion since teenage years in Kent has been 
'the history around us' rather than academic 
history: the landscape, local history and buildings, 
especially churches and how they have developed 
through the centuries. In retirement he has been 
very involved in sharing this enthusiasm with 
Charnwood U3A members and in leading visits to 
churches. He has led days for the LHCT over the 
last few years. Other interests are too many to list! 

Two Lectures in March 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/138853631951
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/138854318003
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Christians in Leicester and Leicestershire  
Against Modern Slavery 

Recent statistics show that Leicester has 
one of the highest rates of exploitation of 
workers in Europe with an estimated 
10,000 people working in these conditions. 
In 2020 there were 223 reports of slavery 
and human trafficking in Leicester. 

 Margaret Rouse (Mothers’ Union and Modern Slavery lead on the 
Diocesan Social Responsibly Panel) and Kat Gibson (Intercultural 
Pioneer Minister in the diocese) were both very passionate about the 
issue of modern slavery and came together with a group of others to form 
‘Christians in Leicester and Leicestershire Against Modern Slavery’ - a 
group who long to see modern day slavery eradicated from our 
communities. The group is formed of Christians from the locality who 
come from a cross section of Christian and professional backgrounds. 
One of their main aims is to increase awareness in our churches of the 
prevalence and ubiquity of modern slavery, and equip local Christians to 
notice potential signs of slavery. As Kat explains, ‘If you suspect 
something it’s important to log it with your parish safeguarding 
officer and the Diocesan Safeguarding team just in case, as each 
small bit of information is a jigsaw piece that helps the police and 
agencies put together a clear picture with enough evidence to act.’ But it 
can be very difficult to know what to look out for. Kat goes on to say ‘It 
can be hard for many of us to see what is hidden in plain sight. Signs 
include people who have no access to their own passport or bank 
account, individuals who seem to have a fear of deportation and distrust 
of the police or authorities. It can also be that they are unable to travel 
alone, being dropped off or collected at night. If we keep our eyes open 
we may be able to spot these elements of fear or distrust. Or another 
example could be that we notice lots of young people living together in a 
dishevelled building.” 
 One action we can all take is to think about what we buy. As 
consumers we have power. If something is incredibly cheap, then it is 
important to think where it has come from and what the price tag reflects. 
CLLAMS are running a campaign in February to coincide with Fairtrade 
Fortnight highlighting the importance of understanding supply chains and 
the need to buy from companies that are open about where their products 
are made and sourced. Look out for this on diocesan social media 
channels.   
 The group also engages with charities, local agencies, representatives 
from retail and manufacturing and the police through the LLRMSAG 
(Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland Modern Day Slavery Action 
Group).This group informs CLLAMS of the latest developments across 
the region and gives them the opportunity to offer a Christian perspective. 
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Courtesy of ACE 

 

21 March is World Poetry Day 
 
World Poetry Day in a UNESCO initiative to honour poets, revive oral 
traditions of poetry recitals, promote the reading, writing and teaching of 
poetry, foster the convergence between poetry and other arts such as 
theatre, dance, music and painting, and raise the visibility of poetry in 
the media. As poetry continues to bring people together across 
continents, all are invited to join in. For more background to the day 
see: https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-poetry-day 
  
         TIME OUT 
            By Shirley Fry 

 
It had to come 

 This time of plague 
We were too vague 
On global warming 
Ignored the warning 

Nor did enough 
To rebuff 

The profiteers 
Too many fears. 

What’s there for me our constant plea? 
No thought of others, our sisters, brothers. 

We’re in disgrace, our human race! 
What must we do when this is through? 

Be more caring 
Be more sharing 

This time of testing 
and of resting 
Reassessing 

A time to think 
Back from the brink 
A second chance 
To join the dance 

Leave selfish ways. 
These precious days 

We’ll volunteer to do our most 
For those who can’t we’ll shop and post 

Keep our distance, smile and wave 
That is the new way to behave 
Keep our chins up as we say 

“With luck we’ll live another day”.  
And when at last this trouble ends 

We’ll know the value of true friends. 
 
Is this poem in the shape of a cross, or is it a person?  

https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-poetry-day
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PUNS FOR THOSE WITH A SLIGHTLY HIGHER IQ 
 

A man's home is his castle, in a manor of speaking. 
Shotgun wedding - A case of wife or death. 
A man needs a mistress just to break the monogamy. 
Dancing cheek-to-cheek is really a form of floor play. 
Condoms should be used on every conceivable occasion. 
When two egotists meet, it's an I for an I. 
What's the definition of a will?  (It's a dead give away.) 
Time flies like an arrow.  Fruit flies like a banana. 
In democracy your vote counts.  In feudalism your count votes. 
A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion. 
If you don't pay your exorcist, you get repossessed. 
With her marriage, she got a new name and a dress. 
You feel stuck with your debt if you can't budge it. 
A lot of money is tainted - Taint yours and taint mine. 
A boiled egg in the morning is hard to beat. 
A midget fortune-teller who escapes from prison is a small 
medium at large. 
Bakers trade bread recipes on a knead-to-know basis. 
Santa's helpers are subordinate clauses. 
Acupuncture is a jab well done. 
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There are two very special days for us to observe in this month.   
THE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 8 March and MOTHERING 
SUNDAY 14 March. Here are some prayers to help us pray together! 
Although they can be used any day and every day! Just enjoy the 
privilege and the thrill of joining with millions of others – men and 
women, around the world - 4 millions MU members and counting; plus 
many, many others observing these two special days during Lent. 
 

Women and poverty – ponder and pray... 
A staggering 75 per cent of women in developing regions are often not 
paid enough to escape poverty. The gender pay gap affects every 
country, even ours! 
Creator God, you loved the world into life. Forgive us when our dreams 
of the future are shaped by anything other than glimpses of a kingdom 
of justice, peace and an end to poverty. 
Incarnate God, you taught us to speak out for what is right. Make us 
content with nothing less than a world that is transformed into the 
shape of love, where poverty shall be no more. 
Breath of God, let there be abundant life, inspire us with the vision of 
poverty over, and give us faith, courage and the will to make it happen. 
Amen. 
 

Women and Gender-based violence (GBV) – ponder and pray... 
This is an abomination and hurts 1 in 3 women in their lifetime, whether 
it is sexual violence, female genital mutilation or early marriage 
because of poverty and inequality. 
God bless us with insight to recognise violence in all its forms and 
courage to name it, speaking out for justice. 
The Lord Jesus bless us with compassion for the vulnerable and grace 
to stand with them, sharing his strength. 
The Holy Spirit bless us with a prayerful heart and power to breathe 
peace, transforming the world. 
The blessing of the holy and gracious Trinity, eternal wisdom, living 
word, abiding spirit, be among us and remain with us always. Amen. 
 

Women and peace and reconciliation – ponder and pray... 
In conflict and war, the effects on women, however brutal, are 
frequently unrepresented, and women’s voices ignored in formal peace 
processes. Studies show that when women are included, the chance of 
a peace agreement lasting at least 15 years increases by 35 per cent. 
Jesus, Prince of Peace, be with your peoples, suffering the storms of 
war, in fear of thundering weapons, shedding raindrops of tears for lost 
loved ones, lost homes and lost futures. 
Shine on them, Lord, the sun of justice. Bring them fresh breezes of 
hope, the gentle warmth of confidence and trust, built on a springtime 
of reconciliation. Amen. 

Pray as you can, .....not as you can’t! 
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Women and economic empowerment – ponder and pray... 
In our culture women expect to be able to apply for jobs, have a bank 
account, spend, invest and donate as we choose. We take these things 
for granted. But it is not so with many, many in our world today. 
Now, I bloom in the darkness. My roots planted deep – but bound. I will 
cry out to God in my despair. He will strengthen me. His Spirit will 
quicken my tendrils. They will spiral out and twine themselves to grace 
and mercy. I will not stay in the dirt that binds me. His word will bring 
forth new shoots. Loosed from the poverty, pain and inequity that bound 
me, I will bloom in the sunshine of His love, anchored in the fertile 
ground of His Kingdom. I will flower in God’s power. Amen. 
 

Women and influence - ponder and pray... 
The Bible calls all Christians to imitate Jesus and give a voice to the 
voiceless, to speak out for those who cannot speak out for themselves, 
to be present in the places where they have no representation, and to 
walk alongside them, empowering them to speak for themselves. 
 You are the call in each one of us...the call to give a voice to the 
voiceless, to speak out for those who cannot speak out for themselves, 
to be present in the places where they have no representation, and to 
walk alongside them, empowering them to speak. We carry our own 
burdens, but still, you are the call in each one of us...to bear the burdens 
of others, to advocate for human dignity and the common good. We pray 
that those in positions of power see the value of creating the economic 
political and social conditions that will allow all human beings more ready 
access for their fulfilment. May we hold our government accountable for 
the promises it has made to help those who are living without a voice 
and may each one of us hold ourselves to the same account. 
Open our ears to hear the largely silent cries. Open our eyes to see the 
faces that remain nameless. Open our mouths to encourage those who 
struggle to find a voice and bless us with the courage and conviction to 
do so. Amen 
 

Women of faith – ponder and pray...  
We read of many women of faith in the Bible - Sarah, Hannah, Esther, 
Mary....We can think of many through the centuries...Mother Theresa. 
Mary Sumner... and those living and praying around us today. We thank 
God for them all and pray for those who today are a special blessing to 
us. 
God our creator, we thank you for the love and devotion of women 
everywhere; inspire us to follow their great example that we may, with 
them, share in the vision of your glory, through Jesus Christ your Son, 
our Lord. Amen 
 

Please remember that it is very important that we stay safe, follow our 
government guidelines and contact the police if we are anxious about 
any situation. 
The prayers are from various sources: Christian Aid / CAFOD / Anglican 
Church in Australia / Thymewood / Church of England and all from the 
Mothers’ Union Resources for Mothering Sunday. 
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The Bible Garden Part 6:  
The Date Palm and Palm Sunday 
As we celebrate Palm Sunday on 28 March, I have devoted this month’s 
Bible Garden item to the plant that gives its name to this important day in 
our Church year. 
  

The ancient date for now and the future 
The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that 
Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. 
They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, 'Hosanna! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the king of 
Israel' (John 12 NIV) 
 It can be no coincidence that the crowds welcoming Jesus to 
Jerusalem 'took palm branches' to greet their king. The date palm is one 
of the most ancient of trees and was one of the earliest to be cultivated 
— archaeologists have found many examples of its existence and, 
indeed, the Bible mentions them regularly throughout the Old and New 
Testaments. The palm tree has even been suggested as a possibility for 
the 'Tree of Life' in the Garden of Eden. 
 Today, there are more than 2,600 species of palm tree, of which only 
13 — known as Phoenix — produce edible fruit and qualify to be called 
‘true date palms’. Four of these are single trunk trees that can grow to 60 
feet high and live for more than 150 years, while the others have their 
ferns growing from the base of the tree. They grow best in sub-tropical 
climates such as the Middle East, Pakistan, India, Mexico, California, 
and the Canary Islands, but you can also grow them in the UK. 
 The Bible tells us that date palms flourished in Israel — 'The righteous 
man will flourish like the palm' (Psalm 92:12) —and in Deuteronomy 
34:3 we are told that Jericho was 'the city of palm trees'. 
 The main route to Jerusalem by road is from Jericho and it was this 
way that Jesus travelled just before the events of Easter. His journey 
through Jericho is recorded in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke 
when he gave sight to a blind beggar. It was as Jesus entered Jerusalem 
for the Passover festivities and the crowd fulfilled the prophetic words 
found in Leviticus 23: 40: 'you shall take for yourselves the foliage of 
beautiful trees, palm branches and boughs of leafy trees and willows of 
the brook, and you shall rejoice before the Lord your God ...'. 
 Clearly, the palm branches outside Jerusalem that John mentions 
(see above) must have been in easy reach and were either young single 
trunk trees or those with ferns at the base. 
 Dates (sometimes translated in the Bible as ‘honey’) are one of the 
seven foods that God promised the Israelites (Deuteronomy 8:8) would 
be plentiful when they arrived in the Promised Land — the others being, 
wheat, barley, grape, olive, pomegranate and fig. 
 For the past 9 years I have been trying to grow true date palms in my 
Bible garden. I have 13 at present — one 2½ foot pot grown tree that is 
about 10 years old, and others grown from date stones and cuttings. 
Palm 'seeds' are a remarkable feat of nature, scientists have successfully  
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grown some seeds that are 150-200 years old. Even so, they require a 
great deal of patience but as the illustrations below show I have made a 
start with some Jordanian and Californian date stones. You never know 
that in 50 years or so, there may be a date-producing palm tree in my 
garden. This will depend, of course, on many factors, including the 
climate change that the scientists tell us could bring a sub-tropical 
climate to the UK. 
 However, I have much greater expectations for Palm Sunday which I 
believe will still be an important date on the Christian calendar — a date 
in which the ancient date palm will still have an important part to play in 
the celebrations! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left to right: dates, stones, a one year old Jordanian seedling, a three 
year old Californian plant, a 10 year old pot grown palm, and (right) the 
dream! – a mighty palm from Israel which is pictured by Saj-Shafique on 
unsplash.com. Unsplash.com is a great website to obtain free images.  

Courtesy of ACE Bob Peters 
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Courtesy of ACE 

Recipe of the month:  
Mothering Sunday Buns 
 

Traditionally these buns were made in Bristol the day before Mothering 
Sunday (14 March) when the Lent fast was relaxed. Share them with 
your neighbours to brighten up their lockdown              
Ingredients - makes 12 buns       
 

500g strong white bread flour           
1 tsp salt 
50g caster sugar 
7g sachet instant yeast 
50g unsalted softened butter, diced 
300ml water for the dough plus 2-3 tbsp for the icing 
200g icing sugar and hundreds & thousands 
 

Method 
Place the flour in a bowl. Add the salt and sugar on one side, 
the yeast on the other. Add the butter and three-quarters of the 
water, then turn the mixture round with the fingers of one hand. 
Add the remaining water a little at a time as required, mixing 
until it is soft and slightly sticky. Turn out the dough on to an 
oiled work surface and knead for 5 mins or until smooth and no 
longer sticky. 
     Lightly oil the bowl, return the dough to it and cover with cling 
film. Leave to rise for at least an hour, until doubled in size. Line 
two baking trays with baking parchment. 
 Scrape the dough out of the bowl onto a lightly floured 
surface and fold it inwards repeatedly to knock out the air until 
the dough is smooth. Divide into 12 pieces. 
     Roll each piece into a ball moving your hand in a circular 
motion, rotating the ball rapidly. Place them, slightly apart, on 
the prepared baking trays. Place each tray in a clean plastic bag 
and leave to prove for about 40 mins, until the rolls have 
doubled in size. They should just touch each other when they 
have risen. 
     Heat the oven to 220°C/fan 200°C. Bake for 10–12 mins until 
the buns are golden and sound hollow when tapped underneath. 
Transfer to a wire rack to cool. 
     For the icing, mix the icing sugar with enough water to give a 
thick but pourable consistency. Dip each bun into the icing and 
then into the hundreds and thousands.   

Bob Peters 
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                 Straplines 
 

God’s promises will never be broken by leaning on them. 

 

The lines that years have carved upon 
The old man’s face that day 
Are awash with a rivulet of tears 
As he sees the Man pass on His way.. 
 

He stands alone in silence now 
As once he stood with pride, 
Bearing his own gift for the Baby 
With two other kings beside. 
 

He listens now to the cheers and shouts, 
The joyous waving of the palms 
Yet in his mind’s eye he sees the  
   Child still 
Who slept in Mary’s arms. 
 

A Child now has become a Man, 
Who has reached His destiny 
For the days ahead will touch the earth, 
Will change the course of history. 
 

The old King Balthazar has come  
To watch the journey’s end, 
Aware that the Man Himself will know 
What the coming days will send, 
 

He follows, does the aged king 
Throughout the week until 
He becomes a watcher in the shadows 
Upon Calvary’s lonely hill. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
He sees the nails in the Hands  
   and Feet, 
The bloodied Crown of Thorns, 
He hears the mockery and the taunts, 
The crowd that jeers and scorns. 
 

Within the shadow of the Cross 
Balthazar his vigil keeps, 
He feels the agony of the Man 
He bows his own head and weeps. 
 

When at last the end has come 
The final act now done, 
Balthazar’s pilgrimage is at an end 
With the death of Mary’s Son, 
Yet the old king knows the 
   Cross is not the end, 
Death will, like the stone,  
   be rolled away 
As the love born in Bethlehem’s stable 
Brings the joy of Easter Day. 

Mrs L.M.Wadlow 

Magi’s farewell to 
the King of kings 

(A work  of fiction, but could it possibly be true?) 
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Greetings members and friends. 
The most asked question at present is “have you had your vaccination?” 
or “have you had the jab?” Well, whether you have or not there is a 
qualified feeling of optimism in the air. Yes, we still have to take care 
and follow the guidelines but if we do, the lifting of restrictions becomes 
nearer.  
 None of us have found the last twelve months easy and, reading the 
latest Families First, we see that our MU organisation has had to make 
difficult decisions. Because branches and groups were no longer 
fundraising and MSH couldn’t function as normal these decisions had to 
be made. The appeal last spring raised over £835,000 which enabled 
the Trustees to take a measured approach to the challenges. Spending 
was reduced and staff was reduced by a third. Future plans will ensure 
that MU programmes focus on stopping gender injustice, stopping 
hunger and building self-reliance and building peace. We will work with 
others to achieve these aims wherever possible. 
 For members in Britain and Ireland, there will be a new twice yearly 
publication, name as yet unknown. This will be mailed to all members 
along with their enhanced annual prayer diary, which will include 
reflections and prayer resources. This will be included in your annual 
membership fee. 
Mothering Sunday, March 14th. 
 Although we do not know whether there will be a service in church, 
there will be the usual digital service at 10-15am. Please find time to 
pray for mothers worldwide, many in difficult circumstances. Pray that 
they will know God’s presence and put their trust in Him. Give thanks for 
mothers that you have known and for your mothering experiences. 
 

 Even though we do not know when we will be able to return to our 
monthly meetings, Linda has already made bookings for the Church 
Centre. So, once we get the go ahead, we will be able to meet again in 
person. Meanwhile, continue to pray for all who are affected by the 
pandemic, all who care for us and for those making the difficult 
decisions to keep us safe. 

                                                                                          Lydia         

      —————————————————————————— 

 
 
Loving God, when life is hard and sorrows are many, lead us safely 
through the valley of tears until the horizon opens, the clouds lift and the 
sun shines once more, by the grace of Christ. 
AMEN. 
Nick Fawcett. 

Mothers’ Union Group 
at St Peter’s 
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A poem to which we can relate 
 
I remember the corned beef of my Childhood, 
And the bread that we cut with a knife, 
When the Children helped with the housework, 
And the men went to work not the wife. 
 
The cheese never needed a fridge, 
And the bread was so crusty and hot, 
The Children were seldom unhappy, 
And the Wife was content with her lot. 
 
I remember the milk from the bottle, 
With the yummy cream on the top, 
Our dinner came hot from the oven, 
And not from a freezer; or shop. 
 
The kids were a lot more contented, 
They didn't need money for kicks, 
Just a game with their friends in the road, 
And sometimes the Saturday flicks. 
 
I remember the shop on the corner, 
Where biscuits for pennies were sold 
Do you think I'm a bit too nostalgic? 
Or is it....I'm just getting old? 
 
Bathing was done in a wash tub, 
With plenty of rich foamy suds 
But the ironing seemed never ending 
As Mum pressed everyone's 'duds'. 
 
I remember the slap on my backside, 
And the taste of soap if I swore. 
Anorexia and diets weren't heard of, 
And we hadn't much choice what we wore. 
 
Do you think that bruised our ego? 
Or our initiative was destroyed? 
We ate what was put on the table 
And I think life was better enjoyed. 
 
Author, Unknown... 
If you can remember those days... 
Continue to enjoy your Retirement. 
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Courtesy of ACE 

The Great Daffodil Appeal  
  is more important than ever! 

 
By March throughout the UK, daffodils will be reaching their 
peak in parks, gardens, and woodlands. In the past, some 
parts of the UK, Devon for example, daffodils in bloom have 
been spotted on New Year's Day but as with all flowers they 
depend on the climate. While daffodils are a popular choice 
for St David's Day (1 March) and Mothering Sunday (14 
March), you can wear a daffodil every day of the month by 

supporting the Marie Curie Great Daffodil Appeal 2021 (1 - 31 March) 
which this year is more important than ever. 
 Marie Curie nurses help more than 40,000 terminally ill people every 
year and recently this demand has increased enormously because of the 
pandemic. Marie Curie nurses are working on the 'front line' providing 
their huge wealth of experience developed over 73 years. The Marie 
Curie Charity was founded in 1948, the same year that the National 
Health Service began. Its roots, however, go back to the 1930's when a 
hospital was opened for 'the radiological treatment of women suffering 
from cancer and allied diseases.' In 1944 an air raid destroyed the 
hospital and four years later five members of the hospital team set about 
rebuilding it as a separate concern from the National Health Service. 
They also decided to perpetuate the name of Marie Curie, the Polish-
born physicist and chemist who was one of the most famous scientists of 
her time. 
 Marie, working with her husband Prof. Pierre Curie, who was also a 
leading scientist, became the first woman to be awarded the Nobel Prize 
in 1903. Together, the Curies investigated radioactivity and discovered 
new chemical elements such as polonium and radium. Following Pierre's 
death in 1906 — he was knocked down by a carriage — Marie continued 
their work and received a second Nobel Prize in 1911. 
 Their work led to the development of x-rays and during the First World 
War Marie drove to the front-line in an ambulance equipped with an x-ray 
machine. She went on to work with the International Red Cross, training 
medical orderlies and doctors in the new techniques. Sadly, Marie Curie 
died on 4 July 1934 from leukaemia, caused by exposure to high-energy 
radiation from her research. 
 Marie Curie nurses are continuing in their namesake's tradition of 
working on the front-line of the pandemic providing care for the terminally 
ill. The demand for their work has, like most charities, created a huge 
drain on their financial resources making the annual Great Daffodil 
Appeal, which began in 1986, more important than ever! Please support 
Marie Curie nurses by donating or organising fund raising events to help 
them help not only those dying from the pandemic, but those living with 
other terminally illnesses that are being overshadowed by Covid. Fund 
raising resources and information about donating can be found at:  
https://www.mariecurie.org.uk/daffodil  

https://www.mariecurie.org.uk/daffodil
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* * * 
Strapline  

Tears shed for self are tears of weakness, but tears shed 
for others are a sign of strength. (Dr Billy Graham) 

Courtesy of ACE 

On Reflection  
 

Solomon:  
God grounds us for a purpose higher than ourselves 
by Elizabeth Spiers  
 
I read that Solomon was probably having a mid-life crisis when he wrote 
Ecclesiastes. That the King who had everything was completely fed up 
with it all. He had more money than you can imagine, as well as worldly 
fame, power and God-given wisdom but he also shouldered great 
responsibility for the welfare of a nation. And he had to keep a close eye 
on would-be enemies. 
Somewhere along the way, he lost sight of God and in order to relieve 
the sheer boredom and weight of it all, he tried to find satisfaction in a 
whole lot of things you might not expect a man so completely blessed by 
God to try including heavy drinking, massive building projects and 
women. 
Difficult problems often come together in life - the loss of a job, divorce, 
serious illness. I think all of us can identify with that. It’s stressful. And 
it’s very tempting to blame God or do what Solomon did and try and find 
consolation in other things. When it happened to me, I decided that God 
had failed in His care of me and for a long time I tried to ignore Him. 
Instead of taking it all to God, seeking His help and His peace, I blamed 
and rejected Him. But in the end, it all became meaningless for me too. 
Outside of God, I found no point to life at all. I kept going, but without 
purpose. 
This may have been how Solomon felt. He had seen good things 
happen to bad people and bad things happen to good people, he had 
seen the good die young, the criminal get off scot-free and there just 
didn’t seem to be any point to it. It was meaningless, he repeatedly said. 
But after all this, Solomon couldn’t find any point to life without God 
either. He concluded that it was better to obey God’s word because God 
will judge everything we have done, whether good or bad. God grounds 
us. When we live with and for Him, we do things for reasons bigger than 
ourselves. We have a purpose higher than ourselves. And for me, like 
Solomon, it makes all the difference.     
               

Elizabeth Spiers is a member of the CYFChurches.org Benefice in  
West Sussex.  
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GROWTH GROUP   
 

Wednesday evenings fortnightly. 7.45pm  
(cancelled until further notice) 

Contact: Brian Hughes    

          Churches Together in Glenfield 

MESSY CHURCH 
 

A Sunday afternoon service for everyone 
 4pm - 6pm at St. Peter’s Church Centre 

Contact: Revd. Richard Trethewey.  messy@stpetersglenfield.org.uk 
(will be viewed through the internet until further notice) 

GROWING TOGETHER   
 

Tuesday morning fortnightly. 10.30am at 76 Clovelly Road 
(cancelled until further notice) 

 
Contact: Geoff Stokes  

Cherryl Read  

THE ARCHES 
Bereavement peer support group 

 

3rd Monday of each month. 
(cancelled until further notice) 

Meetings are held in Glenfield, at 2pm   
 

Contact: Revd. Richard Trethewey on 0116 287 1604 

LUNCH FOR THOSE WHO LIVE ALONE 
 

Bring and Share (Savoury or sweet) 
Sunday 12.30pm in the Church Centre 

 

(cancelled until further notice) 
 

Contact: Lydia Speight                  Revd. Pam Harvey  

mailto:messy@stpetersglenfield.org.uk
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Bumps & Babies  
weigh & play group.  

 

A group for expectant and new parents  
to come for a relaxed chat over a drink and biscuit 

to share ideas and concerns and to weigh their babies.  
 

£1.50 for mum plus bump/baby, 50p for any additional children.  
Meeting at St. Peter's church hall,  

2nd Mondays 1.15 - 2.45pm during term time.  
 

(Due to the Covid19 virus meetings are cancelled  
until further notice) 

 

Find more information on: facebook.com/stpetersweighandplay or 
contact Diane Hughes on 07790410659 / 

diane_hughes41@hotmail.co.uk 

St Peters Music Time for Mums and Tots  
 

has continued throughout the pandemic online.  It is 
available on the St Peters Music Time for Mums and 

Tots facebook page (@stpetersmusictime).  
The video is released every Wednesday at 1.30, but 
available anytime after that. Anyone can access it.  

As soon as we are able to, we plan to restart the face-to-face 
sessions at the church centre. These may be adapted a little to suit 
whatever restrictions are still in place when we are able to restart. 

Information will be available again on the Facebook page . 

 

           2021 
 
 
 

Friday            5 March:  World Day of Prayer 
Sunday       14  March:  Mothering Sunday 
Sunday        28 March:  Palm Sunday 
Friday               2 April:  Good Friday 
Sunday             5 April:  Easter Day 

mailto:diane_hughes41@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:(@stpetersmusictime).
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              WHO'S WHO AT ST. PETER'S, GLENFIELD 2021 
 

Rector    Revd. Richard Trethewey 2871604 
Curate Revd. Sharon Andrews 07505 323681  
Retired Clergy Revd. Pam Harvey 232 2959 

The members of the Parochial Church Council are: 
 

                         Clergy:   Revd. Richard Trethewey 
     Curate:   Revd. Sharon Andrews 
            Churchwardens:  Rob Foster (Vice-Chair) and Jane Quarmby 
    Deanery Synod Reps:   Brian Hughes (Secretary to the PCC),   
                                       Diane Hughes and Geoff Stokes   
    Other members:  
         Glenise Bowyer, Doreen Denney, (Assistant Treasurer),  
  Andrew Leeson (Treasurer), Elizabeth Oldridge,  
  Max (Mark) Oldridge, Emma Winfield 
 Attendee   Racheal Busko. 
 

    Co-opted:         Revd. Pam Harvey.    

Have your say! 
 
If you have any comments to make about any of the items in 
the magazine, good, bad or indifferent, you can email me at 
doreenmdenney@yahoo.co.uk or write it down and pass it on 
to me. Please let me know if I have your permission to print  
what you have to say. 
Thank you          Doreen Denney 

Church Centre bookings Hayley Moore 239 3768    
bookings@stpetersglenfield.org.uk Mon.-Fri. 9.30-11.30am 

mailto:doreenmdenney@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:bookings@stpetersglenfield.org.uk

